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The University of Dayton News &lease 
FORMER CHILDREN'S PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 
BECOMES UD SHROYER PARK CENTER 
Oct. 11, 1991 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
DAYTON, Ohio -- The former Children's Psychiatric Hospital 
became the University of Dayton Shroyer Park Center today with 
the transfer of the deed of the property from the city of Dayton 
to UD. 
The University intends to invest $6.5 million during the 
next eight years to renovate the property, which will house 
divisions of its Research Institute, offices and campus services. 
"The University of Dayton has provided leadership for many 
of the advanced technology initiatives in our region," says 
Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., UD president. "We are very 
excited that the city of Dayton has helped us keep a major 
research operation near campus. This signifies a real effort by 
the city to be a joint partner with the University of Dayton in 
providing leadership for advanced technology in the region." 
"We are particularly pleased that the University of Dayton 
has made such an investment within the city of Dayton," says 
Richard Clay Dixon, Dayton mayor. "By working together, we will 
enjoy mutual economic growth and prosperity." 
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The Shroyer Park Center will be used by the University's 
impact physics group, currently housed on the ground level of 
UD's Music/Theatre building on campus. The impact physics group 
helps save lives and money by investigating the extent of damage 
caused to aircraft when they collide with birds or other objects. 
For example, the entire F-111 fleet now has birdstrike-
resistant windshields and canopies--a technology that has saved 
more than $500 million and the lives of dozens of pilots. 
Researchers also have tested materials to shield satellites and 
space vehicles such as the Galilee probe, Hubble Space Telescope 
and proposed Space station from orbiting debris. 
During the last two years, news crews from the "Today Show," 
"Good Morning America" and "CNN" visited the impact physics lab 
and aired segments on impact physics research. 
The impact physics group has conducted research for such 
organizations as GE Aircraft Engines, NASA, Martin Marietta, Dow 
Chemical, Owens Corning and Du Pont. The new building will allow 
experiments to be conducted on a larger scale and enable 
engineers and technicians to perform a greater number and variety 
of experiments for the public and private sectors. 
The 92,000-square-foot building, last fully used in 1983, is 
on Firwood Drive. Last November, city officials approached the 
University administration to determine if it would be interested 
in presenting a plan for using the building and property. 
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"We think this proposal is a significant opportunity for the 
University since it allows it to expand at a site near to campus 
in an economical way," says Brother Bernard J. Ploeger, S.M., 
senior vice president for administration at UD. "It would also 
be good for the neighborhood in taking a large property that has 
been deteriorating and making it an attractive development." 
UD has issued $3 million 1n bonds to finance the first 
phases of remodeling the building and developing the site, which 
include a new roof, landscaping, a 10,000-square-foot infill 
addition and complete interior renovation. University officials 
hope the impact physics group will be able to move into the 
building by next summer. 
The University of Dayton Research Institute performed a 
record $36.9 million in sponsored research in fiscal year 1991. 
About 470 full-time researchers and support staff are engaged in 
projects in laboratories at UD; Wright-Patterson, Williams and 
Edwards Air Force Bases; the NASA/Goddard Space Flight 
Center/Wallops Flight Facility; and the European Center of 
Aerospace Research and Development. 
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